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ADVERTISEMENT. 



ThB fdllowin^ sttall eollMtioB wta made in the year 1^18, 
afid dent hothe to th^ Library of th« East India House, whence, 
at fka i^totntnetldatiini e^f I>a. WibkiNs, it was transferred 
biack to Cfatna, Atid ordered by the Hon«rable Court of Direc- 
tors to be printed at the CoBi|Nuiy*ft Pre», the want of types in 
Bh^lana (a want that has already been supplied in France) 
rendering Midh A step neeesBary towards the printii^ of any 
#brk WMKfly 4Betttained.a bfgfe ^roportioii. of the Chinese Qha-, 
riibhsr. The dl-st object bf the Cohipilation (Us ^t fort^ ip ^ 
the iiilh'pBLgt).ini'\j» alf^rd some amtance to Student^ f»(. 
the liaflgUhj^e ; bui there iire perliap& •Ihei' PefSon& to wtioiii 
it itiity i^of be altbgelher der^id of interest 

As anlotig the- sayings 4&ontaiiieditt the present, yoluyn^t 
iHs obseH^d, thilt ft niitB^d coiiversatibn is ^e mirj:^ of his ; 
thotight^, s6 the ma&tnl^ of a people ihay be considered as. a; 
miNlroih #hi^h reflects ^ With- tolerable accuracy the fixistiiig, 
statii of their thktiners and ways of thimhing. At the Si^me time,, 
f Woiild, in its application .to the Chinese^ qtialify the ob^erva-.- 
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VI. 

tion so far as to say, that they very seldom act up to the full 
extent of the spirit in which some of their purer and wiser 
precepts are framed ; and that they are more like the Athenians 
who knew what was right, than the Spartans who practised it. 
This fact, however, by no means invalidates the truth of the 
general position, that there must ever be a close connection 
between the popular ^maaims, and.:ttie ,tnAimer^ ,oi\^tTi!^(^tiV 
They have in reatity'a recipcocal aotio^ on each p thai;. r^t)ie 
modes and sentiments ^if.one generation giving birth Jto,cer^in 
maxims, which maxims contribute in their, tg^n to iafluepce 
andmould themanaers of thenext* . ; 

Considered in this connection, the foUp^^g fr^yerbs 
and Moral Sentences niay possess ;9ome, claim to tl|e 4ltentif>A pf 
the curious. If in the original language thej-^anprf^ten^. to. 
any -merit tsi Iheir jo^vm, it arises chiefly from the brevity and 
pointedness «f eacpressiaaf-^a merit which wholly evaporates in 
the process of translaticm. Denuded of their native dress, they 
in most instances degenerate into Jittile better than mere 
truisms; — ^truisms, however, which while ^j may excite the 
scorn iof the ignorant and the tinthinking« are4of«uch utility and 
importance in Jhe condui^t ^f life, as to Ji^^ve made it the study 
of the Moralist, in every country^ to^ i^iculcate them with the. 
greatest effect ; by clothing them in such forcible and stri- 
king language, and condensing them into so laconic a form, a» 
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mrglit best allttre-the attmticm, and enable the memory most 
easily to retain them. I have obserreid in another place,* 
Ihat ^ language of the C^nese is well adapted to thi9 pur« 
pose. 

' Their most aMeient Moral Maxims^ (ahd especially those 
of Coikfircfiuft) bear alstrbn^i^eseihhlanixtto th&sentrationssay-* 
iiigs of the S&g«ft. of Greeoe. •- > In the. earlifer sthgto of society, 
befiHre' the difi\i§lon (ftf bbolciearnin^^ aiid xrhen the tochers 
ol^ Itiith addrc^sefA tkemseKes'brally .to. their disciples, siiiji 
'|)ithy- ti&d condenied ^ntences were nM/oaly best calculate 
-^a'b>e^it(<immlBdiate atteniioB^hiitjaisb: the im^it )i)^ly to 
"^be reniei^fered hy the- hearers. Being treasured up and 
handed down to posterity , they have at length become so many 
texts or theses for the more Prosaic Discourses of modern 
times; and accordingly, I think it will be found, that the ear- 
liest records of every country abound most with this species 
of sententious wisdom. Long trains of reasoning and la* 
boured deductions are suited neither to the inclinations nor 
capacities of men in the infancy of society ; nor were they 
required, when every word that fell from the lips of the 
teacher was received with submissive reverence by his disciples. 
The process of argumentation becomes necessary, only when 



Preliminary Observations to a volume of Chinese Novels. 
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IV. 

the diff^ision of knowledge, and ^a exUtened of canUaiiig 

opiftioHB, weakens the force of authorities ^ and makes it m- 
' cumbent on the professor to demonstrate the truMi ^f ey^y 

thing he advances. 

There can be little doubt of the anti^iMftj of ther greater 
- number of Maxims contained i& this Volumi^t Th«ir abslract 

truth or falsehood is a roatten of no con^c^uenc^ %o the Eu- 
' ropean reader> to ^om they aire'offared merely ^ speoimeiis 

of nationar literature. As the Ohinesis, howevers generally 

' quote &em with r^ect^ and as the greater porti^^ hfif e a 

'moral tendmicy, I have not scrupled to b«s^w on th^ coltec- 

tion the title of i^ ^ B Hien-wunnshoo^ < A. book of 

virtuous lore.* 

JUacaOf 1823. 
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CHINESE MAXIMS, 

8sc. 



The man of first rate excellercs U ^^eirtuods independerUty of 
instruction | he of the middling cLiss is so afler instruc* 
tion ; the lowest order of men are vicious in gpite of in« 
struction. ♦ 



Shang 


JL 


Superior 


pin 


^P 


class 


chy 


z 


's 


jitt 


A 


men. 


p« 


r- 


' not 


kiaou 


m 


instructed 


urh 


m 


and yet 


shen^ 

• 


m 


(are) virtuous 5 


chung 


+ 


middling 



* The first of these are styled |^ Shing, and are the Saints 
of China; the second are ^ Hicn, or Worthies j the last are 
called J^ Yu, Foolish^ or worthless. 
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CHINESE MAXIMS. 



pin 


^P 


class 


chy 
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♦f 


Jin 


A 


inen» 


kiaou 


1^ 


instructed. 


urh 


ilii 


and 


boir 


.V%::: 


afterwards 


^h 


.•.••:^'.-.- 


., arc virtuous $ 


hia 


T 


• lowest 


pin 


P^ 


order 


ch, 


;^ 


's . 


Jin 


A 


men. 


kiaou 


M 


instructed. 


urii 


m 


and yet 


F» 


^ 


are not 


shen. 


#. 


virtuous. 



II. 

By a long journey we know a horse's strength j so length of 
days shews a man^s heart. 

Loo • ^ Road 

^ far, distant. 



yaou 

chy 

ma 



know 
horse's 



-: 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHINESE MAXIMS. 



li^; 


*'. 


strength^ 


j« 


Q 


days, time 


kew 


^ 


long. 


kien 


a 


sec 


j« 


A 


man's 


SIR. 


/li. 


heart 



IIL 

The spontaneous gifts of heaven ax^ of high value; b«t the 
strength of perseverance gains the prize. 



T'hicn 


^ 


Heaven's 


tsze 


m 


gifts 


kaou. 


^ 


high: (but) 


hitt 


» 


learning's 


ii^ 


a 


strength 


taou. 


«. 


reaches, attains. 



The generations of men follow each other, as the waves in 
a swollen river. ♦ 

Chaag -^ Swollen 



I „ ■■■ Ut unda impellitur undi, , 

Urgeturque prior veniente, urgetque priorcm; 
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CHINESE 


MAXIMS. 


kiang 


■ir. 


river 


how 


<^ 


the after 


lang 


^ 


waves 


tsuy 


m 


urge on' 


tsien 


n 


the former 


lang, 


^ 


waves, (so) 


shy • 


* 


the world 


shang 


± 


upon 


sin 


*r 


new 


ji»» . 


A 


generations of men 


tsan 


m 


urge on 


kew 


m 


the old 


jin. 


A. 


generations of men. 



V. 

The heart of a worthless man is as unfixed and changeable 
as a mountain stream. 
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(Easily) i^uicklj 


chang 
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swelling. 
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M 


quickly 


tuy 


S 


retiring, 


shan 


ilj 


(is the) hill 


»/ 


M 


ravine 
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CHIKESE- MAXIMS^ 


shwuyi 


' H^' 


water, stream ; 


y 


^ 


' easily 


fw 


, .^ 


turnings 


F 


« 


easily 


fii- 


1 


returning,/ (is the) 


siaon 


;h 


mean, worthless 


ji« 


A 


«ian*s 


sin; ' 


^. 


heirt ' 



VL 



Jntfieday* of affluence rfwiry^thinjc of j^ovetty^ du^ not let 
want come upon jou^, and make^you remember with sor- 
row the time of plenty. 



Chang '^ • Always 

tseang^ . Jj^ *a*^c 

yew 7^ 

i' B 

sze J§^ to ponder ,^n 



^ day of pd^ession. 



woo 



} 



m6 ^ do not 

toe jj^ irsiit for 



day of destitution^ 
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CHINESE MAXIMS. 



woo 

shy 

siang 

yew 

shy. 



> time of 
\r Stimc of 



poverty 
to think of 

plenty. 



(The Chinese have also the foliowing, in complete oppo- 
sition to the foregoing maxim.) 

. VIL 

Let us get drunk to day, while we have wine 5 the sorrows of 
to-mofrow may be borne to-morrow. 



Kin 


4- 


This 


chaou 


M 


' morning 


yew 


« 


having 


tsew 


m 


wine. 


km 


4- 


this 


chaou 


m 


morning 


tsuy; 


■ m. 


drunk: 


ming 


m 


1 to-morro 


tsow 


& 


sorrow 


lae 


« 


coming. 
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MAXIMS. 


ming 


m 


. to-morrow 


tang^. 


% 


may be susUindl. 



VIIL 

« Tbe mind is it*s own ptace» and in itself 
'* Can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heayen.** 



Sin 


£> 


Heart 


ly 


IS 


within 


kwapg 
kwang 


* 
* 


1 enlightened and 


ming 
mittg 


m 


Vchearful, bright ^ 


tiC; 


f- 




tsew 


^ffL 


then 


shy 


£ 


is 


iluen 


n 


heaven^s *> 

> parai 
halli J*^ 


rhangj 


s. 


sin 


i& 


heart 


ly 


^t 


within 


h« 


1 
i 


' \ dark and 
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CHINESE 


MAXIMS. 

\ 




I gloomy, 


lie B^ 


1 I 


teew ^ 
shy ;i 


then 

is 

earth's 'I 

y hell, 
prison J 


IX. 


Prevention is better 


than a cure. 


Ching ^ 
chwajig j|l) 

yu if^ 


\ to correct (an evil) • 
(at or is) when 


pa ^ 
ju Jp 


> already existing, 

not 
' as, so good as, 


tig .■■% 

yu j!f^ 


' fearihg> or being aware 
of it, 
when 




.V not existing. 
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Modesty is attended with profit 5 arrogance brings on de- 
struction « 



Hien 


m 


Modesty, humility. 


show 


s 


receives 


y«> 


^ 


advantage 9 


mwan 


1 


arrogance (fully puJQTed up) 


chaou 


& 


incites 


sun. 


m. 


ruin- 



XI. 

As the twig is bent, the tree's inclined.' 



Sang 


m 


Mulberry 


tiaou 


n . 


slip 


tsnng 


m 


accords with 


siaou 


/|v 


it's youthful 


jow. 


^<* 


bent. 



XIL 

The same tree may produce soui' and sweet; fruit 5 the sam« 
mother may have a virtuous and Vicious progeny. 
Y«. _. One 

shoo J^ tree 
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CUtNfiSE 


MAXIMS 


chy 


t. 


's 


kwo 


% 


fruits. 


yew 


« 


there are 


siian 


it 


sour 


yew 


« 


there are 


tien; 


n. 


sweet ; 


y« 


— 


one 


moo 


n* 


mother 


ch, 


t. 


\ 


tsze 


^ 


children. 


yew 


M 


there arc 


yu 


B 


worthless 


yew 


« 


there are 


bien. 


^. 


good. 



XIII. 

It is equally criminal in the governor, and the governed, to 

violate the laws, 

Thien- 9^ 

y Emperor 



tsze 



? 



}' 



* It is worth while to observe the difference (a very slight 
one) between the negative "^ and the character -^ a mother, 
as pointed out in a Chinese work : the former has an o- 
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CHINESE MAXIMS. U. 



fan 


ii 


offending against 


fSL 


ft 


the laws, 


yu 


« 


with 


min 


R 


people's 


tung 


PI 


the same 


tsuy. 


IP. 


crime^ 




XIV. 




osperity and misfprtune 4tre common to all times, and all 


places. 






Fung 
shd 


s 
ie 


>Plenty . 


nien 


^ 


year by 


nien 


^ 


year 


yew; 


«. 


exists ; 


tsae 
yang 




Imisfortune and mi«»cry 


kd 


# 


(are in) every 


ty 


it 


Jplace. 



blique line across the horizontal one ; the Utter, two dfrtt, 
^^ ad indicandum abera mammarum/* 
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XV.' 

As the scream of the eagle is heard when she has passed over t 
BO a man's name remains after his death. 



Ying 


m 


Eagle 


kwo 


M 


passed over 


lew 


n 


leaves 


shing; 


m 


» scream ( 


ji» 


A 


man 


keu 


^ 


when gone 


lew 


^ 


leaves 


ming. 


^. 


a name. 



XVI. 

Questions of right and wrong, (with reference to mens' cha^ 
racters) are every day arising ; if not listened to, they die 
away of themselves. * 



Shy 


M 


Right, and 


fei 


W 


wrong 


chung 


^ 


to end of 


j« 


P 


days 



* 'l^he great Boerhaaye, in like manner compared them %p 
<< sparks, which, if you do not blow them, will go out of 
^emselves.'* 
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yew. 


« 


there will be % 


p» 


VI- 


not 


ting 


^ 


listened to, 


tsze 


n 


-> spontaneously, of them- 
J selves. 


jcn 


ss 


woo^ 




cease^ 



X¥II. 

If the domestic duties be /duly performed, where it the ne- 
cessity of going afar to burn incense ? 



Tsae 


* 


At 


kia 


^ 


home, 


king 


% 


respecting 


foo 


% 


father 


moo, 


n. 


^nd mother, 


ho 


-fir 


what 


pie 


^ 


necessity 


yuen 


M 


at a distances 


shaou 


j^ 


to burn 


liiang } 

\ ■ 


% 


incense > 
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XVIII. 

Doubt and distraction are on earth : the brightness of truth, 
in heaven. 



Shy 


A 
& 


JRight 






>i|nd wrong 


ty» 


ik. 


are on earth $ 


ming 


m 

m 


IbFightBess 


P6 
P« 


6 


Vclearness 


t'))ien, 


K 


in heaven. 



Meeting with difficulties, we think of our relations : on the 
brink of danger, we rely on our friends. 



Yu 


m 


Meeting with 


ki« 


Jiii\ 


harassing circumstances, 


sze 




- wethiiik of 


t$in 




> pur relations; 
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lin (w ' approaching 

wci j^ dangers 

ts &^ we engage stssistance of 

koo ^ 



jm. 



A. 



} 



our friends... 





XX 




Among 


mortals, who. 


is faultless? 


Wei 


13, 


Being, 


Jin 


A 


men, 


shwuy 


m 


who is ibGW 


woo 


Ant. 


without 


ko 


1@ 


an 


tso 


l§ 


erronequft:. 


chu ? 


M. 


part? 



XXL 

In learning, age and jbutfa go for nothing ; the hest informed 
takes the precedence^ 

Hi«, JS In learning. 



woo 



no 



laou ^ aged nor 
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shftOU; 


'X 


youthful ; 


i)k 


^ 


informed, learned. 


chay 


* 


he who (is) 


wci 


& 


• is 


sien. 


*. 


the first- 



XXII. 

Do not love idleness and hate lahour ; do not he diligent n 
the heginning, and hi the end lazy. 



W5 


* 


Do not 


haou 


# 


love 


y« 


^ 


ease, and 


woo 


m 


hate 


laoii t 


#. 


labour $ 


W8 


J7 . 


do not 


chy 


jig 


in the beginning 


kin 


m 


be diligent 


chung 


m 


. and in the end. 


to/ 


♦t. 


idle- 
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XXIII, 



Against open crimes, punishments can oppose a barrier : but 
secret offences it is difficult for the laws to reach. 



Hien 
jen 




> Obvious apparent 


chy 


± 


the 


tsi£ 


^ 


marks, evidence, (of crimes) 


hinip 


M 


punishments 


so 


0t 


those which 


neng 


m 


can 


fang; 


w 


guard against; 


yin 
jen 




Isecret, hidden 


chy 


± 


the 


.ty ■ 


^ 


places, circumstances, (pf 


f« 


•^ 


guilt,) the laws 


SQ 


m 


those which 


nan 


m 


difficult 


ki«, 

D 


K 


to reach;, . 
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XXIV. 
If there be no faith in our words, of what use are they ? 



Yen 


¥ 


Words, speech, 


urh 


m 


and 


woo 


In 


no 


sin 


# 


. faith. 


yen 


t 


words 


ho 


«t 


of what 


yung. 


ffl. 


use? 



XXV, 

If riches can be acquired with propriety, then acquire them : 
but let not unjust wealth be sought for with violence. 



Yew 


^ 


Having 


taou 


m 


reason, propriety 


chy 


z 


the 


tsae 


^ 


wealth, 


fang 


* 


then 


ko 


^ 


may 


tsiu; 


St. 


take; 


wop 


M 


without 
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taou 


H 


reason, justice 


chy 


z 


the 


tsien 


m 


money. 


m8 


M 


do not 


kiang 


m 


violently 


kew. 


M. 


seek for. 



XXVI. 

If there be a want of concord among members of the same 
family, other men will take advantage of it to injure 
them. • 



Hiung 


X. 


Elder brothers, and 


tj 


^ 


younger 


P» 


^ 


not 


ho 


^ 


agreeing together. 


pang 


^ 


(on each side) other 


Jin 


A 


men 


ky. 


«:. 


will deceive, injure them, 



* The moral conveyed in the fable of the old man and his 
sons, with the bundle of sticks. 
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xxyii. 



The world's unfavourable views, of conduct and character, 
are but as the floating clouds, from which the brightest 
day is not free. 



Wae 


^ 


Outward 


kwan 


m 


views (of conduct) 


P« 


^ 


not 


kwo 


m 


more than 


fow 


if 


floating 


yun? 


s. 


clouds ; 


ho 


1^ 


what 


j« 





day (is) 


woo 


m 


without 


chy? 


z. 


them ? 




XXVIII. 





Wine and good dinners make abundance of friends: but, 
in the time of adversity, not one is to be found. 



Yew 


w 


Having 


tsew, 


@ 


wine, 


yew 


% 


having 
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jo, ^ meat, 

to ^^ plenty 



\of fri 



friends^ 



)f^^ iin misfortune 



peng 
yew: 
hwan 



chy ^ 's 

^^ B^ season, time, 

y« _ ^ 

V a smgle one 

^^^' ^|p no^ (to ^^ found.) 

XXIX. 



X 



Let every man sweep the snow from before his own doors, 
and not trouble himself about the frost oh his neighbour's 
tiles. 
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and not 
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regard 
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other 


Jin 
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men's 


wa 


% 


tiles 


shang 


Jl 


upon, 


shwang. 


m. 


the hoar frost 



XXX. 



Though a tree be a thousand Chang in height, its leave, mnst 
fell down, and return to its root. 



Shoo 


m 


A tree 


kaou 
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high 


tsien 


=f 


a thousand 


changi 


* 


chang, • 


y« 


^ 


its leaves 
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must fall 
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m 


and revert to 


ken. 


^. 


its root. 



* A Chang is ten Chinese cuhits. 
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XXXI. 



He who can suppress a moment's anger, will prevent lasting 
sorrow. 



Jing 
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anger. 


mien 
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prevent 
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can 
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days 


yew. 


#• 


sorrow. 



xxu. 

The human relations are five * ia number, but that of hus- 
band and wife is the first in rank ; the great ceremonies 
(or rites) amount to three thousand, but that of marriage 
is the most important. 

Jin ^ Human 



* Husband and wife, parent and child, brethren, prince 
and minister, friends, 
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lun 
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thousand, 
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Sthat of marriage 


t$uy 


1 


is most 


Chung. 


S.: 


important 



XXIII. 

Worldly reputation and pleasure are destructive to virtue ; 
anxious thought^ and apprehensions are injurious to the 
body. 



Shing ^^ Reputation, fame, and 

Jig ^5 ' pleasure, 
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chay 


^* 
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pae 


% 
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t^ 
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instruments ; 
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1 


anxious thoughts 


chay 
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tsean^ 


» 


wounding 


shin 


» 


body 


chy 


Z 


the 


pun, 


*. 


source«, 



?txxiv. 

Better to be upright witl^ poverty, than depraved witji an 
abundance. He, whose virtue exceeds his talents, is the 
good man : he, whose talents exceed bis virtue, is the mean 
one. 

Ning ^ Rather 

ko "pr piay be 



* The word ^.is here used, to shew that wjiat goes before 
is to be defined, 

E 
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ching - 


IE 
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XXXV. 



In a field of melons, do not pull up your shoe : under a plum- 
tree, do not adjust your cap; (i. e. be very careful of 
your actions under circumstances of suspicion). 
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not 


na 
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hia 
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p» 
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not 


ching 


m 


adjust 


kwan. 


M, 


.cap. 



XXXVI. 

The man of worth is really great without being proud: the 
mean man is proud, without being really great. 



Keun- ^ 

tsze. • Jpi 



The man of worth 
tae ^^ is great 



]■ 
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urh 


ilii 


and 


p6 


^ 


not 
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proud ; 
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Jin 
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man 
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is proud 
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r- 


not 


tae. 


#. 


great. 



XXXVII. 

Time flies like an arrow : days and months like a weaver's 



shuttle. 
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XXXVIII. 



It is said in the Y« -king, that "of those men, whose Ulent 
is inconsiderable, while there station is eminent : and of 
those, whose knowledge is small, while their schemes are 
large, — there are few who do not become miserable.** 
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tsun; 


9. 


eminent, honorable ) 


chy 


® 


knowledge 


siaou 


/h 


small 


urh 


m 


and 


moyr ^ 


» 


schemes 


ta; 


:k. 


greats 


woo 


4ffi 


without 


ho 


m 


misery 


chay 


# 


those who, 


sien 


m 


are few 


y 


K 


! 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 CHINESE MAXIMS, 



XXXIX. 



Wben a man obtains a large ^um without having Earned it, 
if it does not make him very happy, it will certainly make 
him very miserable, ' 
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obtaining 
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great 


ho. 


m. 


unhappiness. 
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XL. 

Though a man may be utterly stupid, he is very perspicacious 
when reprehending the bad actions of others : though he 
may be very intelligent, he is dull enough while excusing 
his own faults : do you only correct yourselves on the same 
principle that you correct others ; and excuse others on the 
same principle that you excuse yourselves. 



Jin 


A 


A man. 
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yu 


1 


stupid, 
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ming: 


m- 


intelligent : 


suy 
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, Mntelligence, 
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m 


then (he is) 
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stupid ', 
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■f 




tan 
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>need only 
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by 


u« 
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correcting 
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other men 
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t. 
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sin 


<& 


disposition, (heart) 
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correct 
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E. 


yourselves ; (hy) 


shoo 
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tl 
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A. 
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XLL 



The figure of men in ancient times resembled that of wild 
beasts j * but their hearts contained the most perfect virtue. 
The outward appearance of the present race of men is 
human, but their dispositions are utterly brutish. 



Koo 



"g" Ancient 

Jin y^ men's 

sze ^ like 



€l»ow, ^ beasts, 

sin j^ hearts 

jew >& possessed 



U 



•**»«ff ^ holy 

t« ; ^- virtue ; 



* The absurd fables, related in the Chinese books of An- 
cient History, tell very much against their fidelity, and afford 
a strong antidote to the implicit belief, with which the Jesui- 
tical accounts of Chinese antiquity have been listened to. In 
fact, their most ancient historical work extant, (the Chun-tiew, 
of Confucius) is not older than the history of Herodotus, an4 
not to old as Homer's poems. 
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men: 


chow 


it 


brutish 


sin 


i& 


hearts, dispositions. 


gan 


* 


how 


ko 


w 


can 


ts«. 


St 


fathom ; 



XLII. 

The artful are loquacious, the simple are silent : the artful 
toil, the simple enjoy ease : the artful are rogues, the 
simple virtuous ; the artful are miserable, the simple hap- 
py. Oh I that all in the empire were artful and simple : 
. punishments would then be abolis^hed, Superiors would 
enjoy tranquillity, ^d inferiors would be obedient. The 
manners would be pure, and yile actions become extinct ! 

Kiaou ffi •> 

jT >Thc artful 

yen ; s are loquacious $ 
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miserable : 
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happy. 
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Woo 
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>the whole empire 
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simple, artless, 






I punishments 


ch«; 


#• 


would be abolished ; 


shang 
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those above 


gan; 


^. 


at rest ( 


hia 


T 


those below 


shall ; 


H. 


obedient; 


fUBg 


Ml 


(the air) manners 


tsing. 


* 


pure» 


py 


» 


vile actions 


imxH. 


se. 


extinct. 



^ 



XUII. 

Do not anxiously hope for what is not yet come : do not 
▼ainly regret what is already past. 

Wy ^ Not 

lae, ^ arrived. 
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hew, 
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cease, do not. 


€hy 




>hope for, look after ; 


kwo 
kia 


* 


|gone, past. 


md 


^ 


do not 


sie 

leanff. 

/ 


3- 


Sponder, think of 



XLIV. 
If your schemes do not succeed, of what use is it to regret 
their failure? If they do not flourish, what is the use 
of noisy complaints? When a heart, devoted to gain, 
is intent on any object, then virtue is set aside: where 
interested views exist, there a regard for the public wel- 
fare is extinguished. 

Urh jS Your 

^^^ bS schemes 

p5 ;^ not 

ki«, ^ (reaching to) succeeding, 

hwuy » lament 

chy ^ them 

ho ^oj* how 
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Interested 
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heart 
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existing. 


tt« 
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then 
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•M 


extinguish 
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public. 
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XLV. 



Men^s passions are like water : when water has once flowed 
over, it cannot he restored ; when the passions have once 
heen indulged, they' cannot be restrained. Water must 
be kept in by dykes; the passions must be ruled by the 
laws of propriety. 
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water; 
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water 


y« 





once 


king 


m 


(overturned) flowed over, 
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be returned ; 
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pi« 


^^ 


must 


y 


n 


by 


ly 


m 


propriety *s 
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fe 


laws, 



XLVL 
liOw courage is the resentment of the blood and spirits : noble 
courage is the resentment of propriety and justice. The 
former of these, no mi^n should possess ; the latter^ no man 
shoi^ld be without, 

Siaou ^ Little, mean 

yung ^ courage 
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noo. 
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resentment, 
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woo. 


Tm* 


be without. 



XLVII. 

Without acending the mountain, we cannot judge of the 
height of heaven ; without descending into the valley, we 
cannot judge of the depth of the earth : without listening 
to the maxims, left by the ancient kings, we cannot know 
the excellence of teaming. 
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XLVm. 

In making a candle we seek for light, in reading a book we 
seek for reason ; light to illuminate a dark chamber } reason 
to enlighten man's heart. 
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XLIX. 



Bj learning, the sons of the common people become public 
ministers $ without learning, the sons of public ministers 
become niingle^ with the mass of the people^ 
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ihoo 



A. 



common 
people. 



If you liAYt fields, and will not plouj^ tliem^ Jfbur bams will 
1i>e empty ; if you hi^ve books, and will not give instruction, 
your oflfspring will be ignorant; if your barns be empty, 
your years and months will be unsupplied; if your 
pffspring be ignorant, propriety and justice will not a- 
bpun4 among them, 
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lax. 



Though an affair may: {»e. ta9Uy accpmplishe4x if it be not 
attended to, it will never be completed : though your sons 
may be well disposed, if he BeWt instructed, he will still 
remain ignorant. 

Sze ^ ^ Anarair 

suy Se| -. though' 
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ming. 
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LIL 

Of those, who at home are destitute of virtuous parents 
and elders, and ahroad have no rigorous instructors and 
friends, and, notwithstanding this, can perfect themselves 
(in wisdom,)— there are very few I 

A 
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perfect ; 
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Kr 


very few 


yy 
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I 



LIII. 
A meager soil produces late flowers; <<slow rises worth by 
poverty depressed;'* but let no man despise the snake 
which has no horns, for who can say that it may not 
become a dragon ? 

Sow ■jSl Meager 
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LIV, 

If you love year son,- give him plenty of the cudgel: if yoi| 
hate your spn^ crai|i him with di^inties. 
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give 
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LV. 

The small hirds look around « them, and eat; the swallpw 
goes to sleep without apprehension. He who possesses 
an enlargod^and sedate mind, will have great happiness: 
but the man whose schemes are deep, will have great deptl^ 
of misery. 
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LVI. 




St events are as 


clear as a mirror ; the future as obscure 


as varnish. 
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What exists in the mdrning, we cannot be certain of in the 
evening ; what exists in the evening, we c^oaot calculate 
upon for the next morning. The fortunes of men are as 
uncertain as the winds and clouds of heaven. 
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LVIIL 

When you are happier than usuaU you ought to be prepared 
against some great misfortune* When joy is extreme^ it 
precedes grief. Having obtained the imperial favor, you 
should think of disgrace $ living in peace^ you should think 
of danger : when your glory is complete, your disgrace will 
be the greater ; when your success is great, your ruin will 
be the deeper. * 
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£t himias poscebat opes, numerosa parabat 
Excelsae turrift tabulata, unde altior esset. 
Casus, et impulses pnecep» immane ruinee. " 

JuTSNAL. Sat X. 104. 
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LIX. 



When the mirror is highly polished, the dust Will not de« 
file it : -when the heart is enlightened with wisdom^ li- 
centious vices will not arise in it. 
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LX. 



In security, do not forget danger? i 


n times of public tran- 


quillity, do not 


forget anarchy 
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LXI. 



The fishes, though deep in the water, may be hooked ; the 
birds, though high in the air, may be shot : but man's heart 
only is out of our reach. The heavens may be measured, 
the earth may be surveyed : the heart of man alone is not 
to be known. In painting the tiger, you may delineate 
his skin, but not his bones 5 in your acquaintance with 
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a man, you may know his fi^e but not \m heurt You 
may sit opposite to, and converse with him, while his mind 
is hidden from you, as by a thousand mountains* 
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LXIL . 

forming resentments with mankind may be called ** planting 
misery:'' putting aside virtuous deeds, instead of prac- 
tising them, may hh called «<r<obbing one's^lf." 
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LXIIL 



Riches are what the good voan considers lightl j : death is 
what the mean man considers as of importance. 



man of worth 
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LXIV. 

When the man of a naturally good propensity has much 
wealth, it injures his acquisition of knowledge: when 
the worthless man has much wealth, it increases his faults. 
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Lxy. 

In enacting laws, rigour is indispensable : in executing^ 
them, mere J. * 




* Whatcvier may he the truth or falsehol! 
Maxim, it certainl j appears to be the principle on 
our own Criminal Code is both formed and admintsteredj 
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LXVL 

Do not consider any vice as trivial, and therefore practice 
it: do not consider any virtue as unimportant, and 
therefore neglect it. 
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LXVII. 

If men's desires and wishes be laudable, Heaven will cer- 



linly farther them 
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J.XVIII. 

Following virtue is like ascending a steep ; following vice, 
like rushing down a precipice. 
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LXIX. 

All events are separately fated before they happen. Floating 
on the stream of life, it is in vain that we torment our- 
selves. Nothing proceeds from the machinations of men ; 
but the whole of our lives is planned by destiny. 
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LXX. 

A vicious wife, and an untoward son, no laws can govern. 
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LXXI. 

With the years of his pareilts, a man most by all means 
be well acquainted: — first, as a cause of joy ^ «l4 again 
as a source of sorrow. (Joy, that they baye Itvedl so 
long : sorrow, that they are so old.) 

Poo ^ Father and 
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chy ^ 's 
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LXXII. 

Those who have difcharged their . duties as children, wifl 
in their turn have dutiful children of their own : the 

' ohstinate and untoward will again produce offspring 
of the same character : to convince you, only ohsenre 
the rain from the thatched roof» where drop follows drop 
without the least variation. 
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LXXIIL 

He, who tells me of my faults, is my teacher; he whp 
tells me of my virtues, does me harm. 
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LXXIV. 

Let your words be few, and your companions select ; — thus 
you will avoid remorse and repentance ; thus you will 
avoid sorrow and shame. 
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LXXV. 

Ifaman'swishesbefew, his health will be flourishing: if he 
has many anxious thoughts, his constitution will decay. 
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LXXVI. 



Be temperate in drinking, and jour mind will be calm : 
restrain your impetuosity, and your fortunes will remain 
-uninjured. 
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LXXVII. 

Honors come by diligence: riches spring from economy. 
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LXXVUL 

The mild and gentle must ultimately profit themselves; 
. the violent and fierce must bring down misfortune. 
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-. LXXIX. 

Do not precipitate yourself into legal quarrels; but let 
concotjd and good understanding prevail among neigh- 
bours. 
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LXXX. 

Do not ascend the hills to ensnare the hirds in nets; do 
not descend to the water-side, to poison the fish ; do not 
slay the labouring ojf ; do not treat letters with irreverence, 
by casting away written papers. * 
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* The Chinese thii^k it fair to shoot birds, but not to 
net them ; many, and indeed the greater number, will not 
cat beef 5 and they arc very careful not to tread on written 
paper. 
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LXXXI. 

If you wish to know what most engages a man's thoughts, 
you have only to listen to his conversation ; (or, a man's 
conversation is the mirror of his thoughts). 
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LXXXIL 

Do not rely upon your wealth, to oppress the poor ; do 
not trust to your power and station, to vex the orphan 
and widow. 
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LXXXIII. 

Let no man for a private enmity, cause disagreement be- 
tween father and son : let no one for trifling gain, breed 
dissension among brothers. 



W8 


^ 


Do not 


yin 


m 


because of 


sze 


^ 


a private 


chow 


# 


enmity 


shy 


m 


cause 


Jin 


A 


people 


foo 


X 


father and 


tsze 


^ 


son 


p8 


^ 


^discordant : 


ho: 


5fP. 


w6 


^ 


do not 


yin 


S 


for 


siaou 


/h 


a small 


•y 


m 


profit 


shy 


« 


cause 


jrn 


A 


men, 


hiung 


^ 


elder brothers and 


ty 


^ 


younger, 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHINESE MAXIMS. 81 

p» ^ not 
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LXXXIT. 



JDrawnearto tile ^virtuous, that their virtue may be imparted 
to you: flee away from the vicious, that misfortune 
may he kept far from you« 
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mei 
tsi«. 




\your view- 



, LXXXV. 
Cut away the brambles which obstruct the path ; remove 
the bricks and stones which lie in the way; repair the 
roads which are injured by the lapse of years; build the 
bridg^;,irh9ic^ ;imx;b0 crossed by multitudes. 
Tsien m ' Cutaway ' 



gae ffi| obstructiiig 

lm^ .-.u- ^ • road '"' 



chy ^ '-* the 



"^[^ J" ^"'bles;' 



choo Kfe ^ remove 
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tang 


^ occupying, lying in 
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.p|f./::r stones; 
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wan 


j© . J thousand 


Jin .; 


.A "^^"^ i^ 


lae 


^ , coming aii4 


,y?f« 


^ going 



^^ 



* ^5 1' nsed here in the sense of |^ q^ road. A^ide 
Dictionary called -^ ^ Tsze-hoey. 
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chj 


1L 


the 


kiaou 


■ 41. 


bridges. 



LXXXVI. 

Propagate good uistriictioii» to correct men's vices: part 
with your wealtii, to eflfect men's happiness. 
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In our actions we il^ould accord with the wiU of HeaTen: 
io our words ife should consult the feelings of men, 
Ts6 , ^ Acting^, doing, 



SZCf , 


• 9 


an affiiir, bjisiness. 


siu 
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must 
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obey 


rhien 
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JHeaven^s will; 


chtt 
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words 
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must 
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accord with 


jin 
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men's 


sin. 


fli-. 


hearts. 



i' LXXXVIIL 

If a man be fi'ot enlightened within, what lamp shall he 
' light? If his intentionis are not upright, what prayers 
shall he repeat? 

Sin ij5jfc Ifeart 



P« 7f 



not 
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king? 


j^, . sacred tidoki 



LXXXIX. 

Throughout life, beware of performing i^cts of i^niinosity $ in 
the whole empire, let there tot exist a revengeful minded 
man. It is very well for you lo injure others: but what 
think you of others l^l^YktbJg Jtiise injuries on yourself. 
The tender blade is nipped by, ftp frost,; Jjke.fros^ fs 
dissipated by the sun: and worthies^ ^ men will, always 
suffer rubs from others as bad as th^n^sdyeSf 

Ping 2E Throughout ^even, plain,) 



seng 



^ life 
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Un the eiBipire, world. 
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you. 
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bad 




Ji«* A 


men 




tsze g 


truly 




yew • ;^ 


(have) experience 


. '- 


«5« '@ 


bad 
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Man perishes in the pursuit of wealth, as the bird meets 
with destruction in search of its food. 



Jin 

wei 

tsae 

sze : ' 

niaou 

wei 

shV 

wang. 



^. 



t. 



Man 

on account "of 

wealth 

dies : 

the bird 

on accoifni 'of 

its food ' 

perishes. 



XCI. 



Knowing what is right, without practising it, denotes a 
want of proper resolution. 



Kien 


.: ^ 


• Seeing 


y 


^ 


righteousness, 


p5 


T> 


without, or not 


wei, 


mj.:" 


practising. 


woo 


• III'- » ' 


a want of , .. 


yupg- i; 


> : ^ ■ ■■• 


. „.c9nnKe» BUUiho»d 


yAy-' • 


t- 


■...<.. . ■ .: ■: 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 CHINESE MAXIMS. 

XCII. 

There are plenty of men in the world, but very few heroes. 
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XCIII. 

Poverty and ruin must in the end be proportioned to a 
man's wickedness ftnd craft; for these are qualities 
which Heaven will not suffer to^ prevail.. Were riches 
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9nd honors the proper result of crafty villainy, the 
better part of the world must &tteii on the winds^ 
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world, present generation 


kien 
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within 
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simple 


Han 
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people of China 
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must inhale 
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the western 


fung, 


Mi. 


wind. 



XCIV; 

The duration of wealth ill-gotten, is as ^at of snow on 
which hot water is poured ; the possession of lands, im- 
properly obtained, endures as long as the sands, heaped 
up by the waves. If you make craft and deceit the 
rule of your life, you will .be like the flower, which 
blows in the nH^ning, and in .the evening drops. 



Woo ^ ^ . Withotti 

y ^ right, justice. 



tsien 
tsae 
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wealth (is like) 



**°g ?^ hot water 



P^ • f^ being poured 

§iu6 ; ^^ pu snow ; 
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flower. 
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XCV. 



The best cure for drunkenness if, whiUt sober, to observe a 
drunken man. 



J8 


m 


If 
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you want [radicating 
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a cutting away from, e» 
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wine 
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rule, plan, 


sing 
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with sober 


yen 
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eyes 


kan 
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behold 
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a drunken 


jin. 


A. 


man. 



XCVI. 



(Thre< subjects of consideration for the wise man.) If he 
does not learn in his youth, he will be good for nothing 
when grown iip: if he does not give instru/ction in hi$ 
old age, his posterity will have nothing by which to 
remember him : if he is possessed of wealth, and does not 
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make good use 


of it, should he become poor, uo 


will relieve him 
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learn, 
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kiung. 


m 


poor. 


woo 


m 


not 


y« 


-m 


'. given to,..(relie¥ed) 


yay. 


^ 





XCVIIg 

The opening flower blooms alike in all places: the moon 
sheds an equal radiance on every mountain and every 
river. Evil exists only in the heart of man'; all other 
things tend to shew the benevobnce of Heaven towards 
the human race. «> 



Hwa 


« 


Flower 
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without 
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the moon 
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shy 
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world 
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only 


yew 
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sin 
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go; 


iBS» 


evil; 


fan 
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all 
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jin. 


A. 


man. 
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XCVIII. 

Of things defective, there is nothing more so than ill- 
ohtained wealth j of the destitute and orphaned, there 
are none more so than the self-sufficient man. 

Toan 4^ Insufficient, defective, 

mo ^S not 

toan i^ more defective 



kow /^ 



than 

obtained wealth ; 



I ill- 



t«; 

koo 35(|[ orphaned, 

mp [S not 

^^^ ^wL more orphaned 

yu "k^^ than (a man) 

tsze Q -) 

r? Vhimself relying upon, 

chy. ^^^ J 



XCIX. 

ponfucius laid, " A man, without thought for the future 
must soon have present sorrow." 

Tsze 3h* Confucius 

yu^, n said, 
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a man 
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care, 
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^. 


must 


yew 
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have 


kin 
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near 


yew. 


M. 


sorrow* 



c. 



When you put on your clothes, rememher the labour of 
the weaver: when you eat your daily bread, think of 
the hardships of the husbandman. 

Shin ^ Body 



py 


m. 


put on, wear 


y« 




one 


low, 
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garment, 


chang, 
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always 
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think of 


ch6 


M 


weaving 


niu 


-k 


woman 
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labour, troubU t 
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daily 
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eating 


san 


'^ 


the three 


tsan, 
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meals. 


mei 
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each, always. 


nien 


sS: 


consider 


nuDg- 
foo 
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\ husbandman 


chy 


Z 


's 


koo. 


¥. 


bitterness, hardships 



CL 



Would you understand the character of the Prince, examine 
his ministers: would you know the disposition of any 
man, look at his companions ; would you know that of 
father, look at his son. 



Y« 1^ Wishing 

chy ^ to know 
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kiun, ^^ prince, 
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CIL 



man is ignorant 


of his own 


failings, as the ox is uncon- 


scious of kit great strength 
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A man 
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knows 
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new 
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the ox 
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chy 
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Sis not aware of 
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his strength 


ta. 


*. 


so great. 



cm. 

A man, hy the cultivation of virtue, consults his own in- 
terest : his stores of wisdom fin^ reflection arc every day 
filling up. 

Sew jl^ (Adorning) cultivating 

U M virtue, 



tsze 1^ himself 
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y«: 


^ 
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ii 
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reflection 
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daily 


in wan. 


%■ 


filling up. 



CIV. 

Confucius says, '^The capacity, for knowledge, of the in- 
ferior man is small, and easily filled up : the intelligence 
of the superior man is deep, and not easily satisfied/' 
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difficult 
^ to overflow. 



cy. 



Though the screen be torn, its frame is still preserved : 
though the good man be plunged in want, his virtue 
still remains to him. 
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CVL 

Without the wisdom ,q{ the Iear4ed, the clown cpuW np* 
be governed ; without the labour of the clowi|, the learned 
could not be fed, 
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CVII. 

The cure of ignorance, is study,— as meat is that of hunger. 
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learning, itudy 


yu 
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• cure 


yu. 


ii. 


ignorance. 



cym. 

The poverty of pthers is not to be ridiculed, for the de- 
crees of destiny 4re in the end equal : nor ace the in- 
firmities of age a fit subject for daughter, since they 
must at last be the portion of us all. When the day 
^at is parsing over us is gone, our lives are proportionably 
contracted ; — what reason, then, have the fish to be merry, 
^hen the water in which they swim is ebbing away. 

Mo ^^ Do not 



siaou . SK laugh at 



t*ha 



} other people's 
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to rejoice at } 



CIX. 

An immoderate use of dainties generally ends in disease; 
and pleasure* when past, is converted into pain. It is 
bet^r to avert the malady by care, than to have to apply 
the physic, after it has appeared. 
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ex. 



Though the ^hite gem be cast into the dirt, ifs purity 
cannot be (lastingly) sullied : though the good man live 
in a vile place, his heart cannot be depraved. As the 
fir and the cypress withstand the rigours of the winter, 
so resplendent wisdom is safe in situations of difficulty 
and danger. 
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CXI, 



If you do not intl^eat their assistance, all men will appear 
good-natured t |f you do not want to drink, it makes 
little difference whether the mne he dear or cheap : it is 
easier to seise the ti^e? in t|}e bills, than to obtain the 
good offices of meOf 



Woo 


^ 


Not 


kew 


* 


seeking, ftsking, 


taou 


m 


levery pl^ce 


chu 


M. 


Jin 


A 


men's 


tsing 


« 


natures 


haou: 


n. 


good: 


p» 


3F 


not 


yin 


«c 


drinking, 


tsung 


« 


let, p«rmit 


t-ha 


«!l 


Othet's 


tsew 


m 


wine 


ke» 


m 


price 


)caou: 




to be high; 
entering 
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Shan 


ii< 


hills 


kin 


Ik 


to seize 


hoo 


^ 


the tiger 


J' 


^. 


is easy : 


kae 


m 


opening 


kow 


p 


mouth and 


kaou 


M- 


"1 obtaining the support of 


jin 


A 


J men 


nan. 


». 


is difficult, * 



CXIL 

Itift not easy to stop the fire, when the water, is at a 
distance : friends at hand, are better than relations afar off. 
Yuen q$ Distant 



shwuy ^ water, 

nan ^^1 difficult 

kew ^6^ (to rescue) to stop 



kin jg^ near 

Jjo: ^ firet 

* i. e; To seize tb^ figer i9 ei^y, compare^ y^ith the diffi* 
culty of obtaining the assistance of mankind in ^ur troubles^ 
This is one of the methods of forming the comparisons of 
Adjectives in Chinese, ^ 
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yuen 


m 


distant 


teio 


M 


relations 


P» 


T^ 


not 


ju 


loi . 


(so good).i^ 


kin 


]£ 


near 


lin. 


m. 


neighbours^ friends. 



CXIIL 

Though the sun and moon be bright, their rays cannot 
reach under the inverted bowl: though the sword of 
justice be swift, is cannot slay the innocent man; nor 
can sidelong mischance penetrate the doors of the careful. 
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though 
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not 
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illuminate 
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up turned 


pwati 


s^ 


boM 


chy 




Ibeimtht 
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taou 
kien 


77 


i sword (of justice) 


suy 


m 


though 


kwae. 


; t ■ 


■ 1 
swift. 


P». , 


^ 


will not 


chan 


«r 


behead 


woo. 


i!S 


' without ./ 


^Jn 


# 


crime 


Chy , 


^ 


the 


j»n- il 


A 


man: ,, 


fei 
tsac ; 


*• 
* 


1 unlooked for misfortune 


huDg, ,. 


SI 


sidelong 


ho . , 


" m . 


mischance;,. 


P« ... 


A- 


will not 


j» .^ 


■ A 


enter 


shin 


■« 


careful 


kia 


■■^ . . 


family, p«r«0n 


chy . : >. 


■2. r 


•■; 's 

1 


moib^-Jl- 


R. : 


' doors. 



Also written ^ <^ ** Flying misfortune. 
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CXIV. 

If a man wish to atUin to the excellence of superior beings, 
let him first cultivate the virtues of humanity ; for if 
not perfect in human virtue,' how shall he reach immor- 
tal perfection? 

Ytt ^ ... Wishing 



sew 


» 


to cultivate 


sien 


n 


immortal 


taou. 


m ■ 


excellence, 


sien 


* 


first 


sew 


^ 


cultivate 


jin 


A 


human 


taou: 


m. 


virtue : 


Jin ^ 


A 


human 


taou ' 


•m 


virtue 


p5 • 


^ 


un- ' ' 


•• sewv • . 


» 


cultivated) 


sien 


« 


" ' immortal. 


taou • 


it 


excellence 


yuen 


^ 


will he disUni 


. I' ■ 


.^.... 


1 
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CXV. 

Man is born witkout knowledge^ and when lie has obtained 
it, very soon becomes old : — when his experience is ripe» 
death suddenly seizes him. 





A 


bein^ bprjR^ ^ 


drr 


« 


knowlodf^ 


wci 
seng, 


* 
*. 


bnot 

bom (with him), 


chy 


« 


knowledge, experience. 


seng, 


& 


being bom, (or obtained) 


y 

laou: 


A 
Si 


man 

(easily) soon 
becomes ofd: 


sin 


'd" 


heart's 


chy 


« 


experience 


y« 

Ui« 

seng. 


■ 4 • 


'. I wholly, completely 
born, obtained. 


kitt 


7^ 


not -J 

Uttddenly-- 
aware J 



Digitized by 



Google 



lid 




CHINESE maxims! 




woo 

chang 


|,.,}— 


1 • ■ , 


' ' tiou. 





CXVI. 
Let those, who are the instruetors of miAilkiiid, cheridi 
their virttf6\is fb^ings, and Vn^ will of "itself Yaniih; 
let the ruiers -of the people teach them nuitual respect 
and deference, und contentions will of themselves cease. 



Kiwn 


m 


• Instruct, . 


jio 


A 


men 


cli»y 


^ 


those who. 


y*ng . 


.« 


(let them) cherish 

♦ 1 i .' ' 


V .... 


^ 


their 


,ahen 


# 


virtuous 


sin 


iii^ ■. 


hearts, dispositions. 


urh 


ifij 


,. and 


g» 


n& 


vices 


tsze 


e 


of themselves 


si^ou: 


J9. 


will melt away, vanish 



* ^ m'Bterally means, "not eternal," a phrase for 
death ; as is also j^ pPc Ta-hien, " the great limit. '* 
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chj 


■■.^ 


( . govern ,„,, 


min 
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. the peopjIjB, 


chay 


' * 


those whi^. 


taou , 


-1 . 


let them ;teach 


c*j 


•. 1L 


them 


. Mm . 


■•'■■-\% 


respect, regard, and 


Jang 


■'■' it 


deference^, , 


.!N?M«;b.:.r 


.1. ,,i, iij) 


' ' *"** ,;j 


tseng 


' # 


contentiom^ 


Uzc < 


.-•-.^ . 


' themselves: 


•i^. 


■'-'■■■ ■ S. 


will ceasfr - 



CXVIL 



TFhcre are only three great rules, to be observed by those 
who hold public situations ; viz. To be upright,— to be 
circumspect, — to be diligent. Those who know these 
three rules, know, that, by which they will ensure their 
pwn safety in office. 






[ Public officer 



f^ )^ rules of action, 



chy 2. 
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ch« 


X 


only 


jew 


« 


are 


SftB 


_ 


three 


s«e» 


*. 


things; 


yu« 


B 


(to say), viz. 


tsittff. 


»» 


purity, integrity, 


yu« 


H 


viz. 


shin, 


« 


circumspection, 


y«i« 





viz. 


kin; 


S»- 


diligence ; 


chy 


tp 


knows 


toze 


itk 


these 


»ii 


Zl 


three 


chay, 


* 


he who, 


ts« 


il 


then 


chy 


^ 


knows 


so 

7 


0r 


ithat by which 


chy 


«f 


he may hold, preserve 


shin 


J» 


liimseif, his body 


yJ 


^. 


! 
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CXVIII. 

A man's prosperous, or declimng condition, pi»y be gathered 
from the proportion of his waking to his sleeping hours. . 



Kwan 
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Observing 


diaou 
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morning and 


sie 
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evening 


chy 


z 


's 


tsaou 
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early and 


gan. 
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Uit5, 


ko 


«r 


may 
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thereby 


she 
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know 


jiB 

kia 


A 

m 


Vaman 


chy 


z 


's 


faiing 


m 


prosperity or 


ty. 


#. 


decline. 
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CXIX. 

Uiwotll**.: piivwty -U Always happy I niiite impore wealth 
brhigsivfitb;itia8aiy ednrowis. 



Tsimr. 


flt 


Pure, clear 


pin. 


t 


poverty 


chang '- 


« 


always 


ISt 


^. 


happy: 


ch»'' '-' 


■ m 


impure 


foo 


s 


• wealth 


to 


# 


many 


yew. 




sorrows. 



CXX. ' 

The goodness of a house does not consist in its Ibfly halls, 
but in its excluding.the weatKer: the fitneol of clothes 
does not consist in their costlimess, but in their make 
and warmth $ the use of food does not consist in its 
rarity, but in its satisfying the appetite : the excellence 
of a wife consists, not in her beauty, but in her 'virtue. 

Fang j^ 



> 

p» ^ not 



>House 

(5 
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tsae 


, « 


consists ii^ 


i^.*,^>» 


jS 


lofty 


t'hang: 


,:. f:. 


halls < 

1' 'i'i 


p» 
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' ' I 
not 


low 


.'. m 


leaking, 


pien 


., ft 


then 


haou: 


«. 


good : 


f » 


* 


- ; ' clothes . , 


P» 
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not 


tsae 


« 


consist ii 


ling. , 


!^ 


flowering kn^ ' 


lo; 


1- 


net- work I* ■ 


ho 


*> 


fitting atad^i 


nuon ' 


m 


warm,-""'' ■' 


pien 


m 


then 


haou: 


n. 


good: 


yin 


IK 


drinking and 


sM 


n 


eating 


piJ 


^ 


not 


tsae 


« 


consist in 


chin 
sew: 




icostly, rare articles 



iW 
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y« 


> 


once 


paon 


I& 


satisfied, filled 


pien 


® 


then 


haon: 


». 


good: 


trin 


i? 


taking, marrying 


t»y 




a wife 


P» 


3F 


not 


tsae 


« 


consists in 


yen 




I beauty: 


bien 


S 


ivirtuous, 


pien 


M 


then 


hson. 


#, 


good. 
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CXXl. 



In disposing of his daughter in marriage, let a man chuse 
for her a husband, superior to herself (in rank and for- 
tune) : she will then serve her husband with respect and 
awe : in chusing his own wife, let a man take care that 
she be his mferior (in those respects) : she will then serve 
her new relation^ as a woman shpuld. * 



Kia 


m 


Disposing of in marriage 


niu 


* 


a daughter. 


pi^ 
siu 




Vit must be to 


shing 


m 


superior to 


woo 


5 


my 


kia 


m 


family. 


chay: 


*. 


him who is : (being) 


shing 


. » 


superior to 


woo 


pi 


"jy u^J 


kia 


m 


family. 



* In China, when a woman is married,* she is obliged to 
regafd the father and mother of her husband, exactly in the 
light, in which she before regarded her own. 
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ts« 


i>j 


then 


niu 


* 


wife 


chy 


It 


's 


sze 


♦ 


serving 


Jin 


A 


her husband, 


pig 


jjt 


must, or will be 


kin, 


ft 


respectful, 


piS 


!fc 


wilf^be 


kiae; 


^ 


careful : 


tsiu 


^ 


marrying 


foo 


8? 


a wife. 


pi« 

siu 


* 

m 


Vit must bo 


p8 




^inferior to 


woo 


? 


my 


kia 


^ 


family, 


chay: 


«• 


her who is : 


ptt 
ju 


4p 


inferior to 


TTOO 


W 


r.j -■'■ 


kia, 


1^ 


family, 
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ts« 


m 


then 


foo 


^ 


wife 


chy 


z 


• 's 


sze 


* 


serving 


kew 


M 


father-in-law, and 


koo 


a 


mother-in-law 


pi£ 


^ 


will be 


ch^ 


m 


according to 


foo . 


pW 


a wife's, woman's 


taou. 


m. 


- rule, way. 



GXXIL 

He who receives a benefit, and is not ungrateful,— a$ a son, 
will be dutiful, ^>as a minister, will be faithful. 

Show ^^ Receives 



Jin 


A 


men's 


gun 


m 


favors, kindnesses, 


urh 


m 


and 


P» 


^ 


not 


jin 


^* 


can bear 


foo 


R 


to abuse them, or be un- 
grateful. 
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chayj 


m. 


he who s 


wei 
tsze 




Us a son 


pi6 


^ 


must be 


hiaou 


* 


dutiful, 


wei 

chin 


s 
g 


Vas a minister 


pi« 


^ 


must be 


chung. 


iS^« 


faithful. 



CXXIII. 

The fame of men's good actions seldom goes beyond their 
own doors ; but their evil deeds are carried to a thous- 
and miles distance. * 



Haou 


n 


Good 


sze 


^ 


deeds 


pa 


^ 


do not 


chtt 


W 


go out of . 


mun: 


Fl 


the door : 


g8 


r& 


evil 



' The evil which men do, lives after them ; 
The good is oft interred with their bones.^' 

SHAKESPEARE. 
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sze 


¥ 


deeds 


chuen 


n 


are transmitted 


tsien 


"t 


a thousand 


h- 


m 


: ly. : : 



CXXIV. 

Tae-kung says, *« In the practice of hospitality , no difference 
should be made between relations and others; all who 
come must be well received. ? 



Tae- 


•k. 


Ixae-kung 


kung 




yu«, 


P. 


says. 


ke 


« 


among your guests, 


woo 


i§ 


no 


tsin 


% 


near, related, or 


SOO; 


WT^m 


distant, loose \ 


lae 


* 


come 


chay 


# 


..., those who. 


tang 


t 


ought (all) 


show. 


S. 


to be received. 



Digitized by 



Google 



130 CHINESE MAXIMS. 



CXXV. 



The sincerity of him, who assents to every thing, must be 
small: and he, who praises you inordinately to your 
face, must be altogether false. 

King ^ Lightly 



no pP »»ents 

chay ^ he who, 

sin ^ k'i3 sincerity 

pig ^ must be 

kwa ; ^ few, small ; 



voien ^ ^n to the fj^jce- 

yu ^^ praise, inordinately 



chay ^ he who, 

Itiae ^ altogether 



pie ^ 

fei, 4^^ 



must be 
false. 



CXXVI, 

Jf sincerity be wanting between the prince and his minister, 
the nation will be in disorder 5 if between father and son, 
the family will be discordant ; if between brothers, their 
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affections mil be loosened; if between friends, their 
intercourse will be distant. 

Kiun ^ Prince and 

chin ^ ministeit 

p» ^ not 

sin os sincere^ 

kwS ^ nation 

' p6'. ^f% not . . 

gan: ii^ quiet, well ordered: 

foo ^ father and 

tsze l3L son 

pij ;;;^ not 

sin ^^ sincere, 

IM 

famil)[. 
not 
harmonizing % 

} elder and younger 
brokers 

not 

sinc^rQ, 

feeling, affections, 

not 



1(» 


1^ 


p« 


^ 


jnfi: 


1^. 


hiung 


>L 


ty 


I& 


P» . 


:f 


SIB 


m 


tsing 


fS 


P» 


>r; 
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tsill: 


«L 


related, close 


pcng 


JIB 


+1 
friends 


p» 


^ 


not 


sin ! 


ft 


sincere. 


kiami 
ye 


* 
s 


1 intercourse 


soo. 


^ 


loose, distant. 



cxxvu. 

Petty distinctions are injurious to rectitude; quibbling words 
violate right reason. 



Slaou 


/h 


LitUe 


pieA 
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distinctions 


hae 
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injure 


y- 


«• 


rectitude : 


slaou 


/j> 


little, frivolous, 


yen 


s* 


words 


po 


« 


violate 


taoti. 


m. 


right reiiSbn. 
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CXXVIII. 



Though , powerful medicines be nauseous. to the taste» t^ey 
are goo^ for the disease ; though candid advice . be un- 
pleasant to. the ear, it is profitable for the conduct. 



Leang 
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Ghemt, fine 


y6 


m 


medicines^ 


koo 


^ 


thou^ bitter 


kow : 


u 


to the m6ath, 


ly 


M 


profitable, good, 


JU 


*^ 


for 


ping: 


# 


the disease : 


chung 


& 


candid 


yen 


» 


speech^ 


ni« 


1 


though adverse 


urh 


:? 


to the ewr» 


ly 


fj 


is profita]ile 


y« 


« 


for 


hing. 


ft. 


the conduct. 
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CXXIX. 



To sliew campassion towards fhe people, by remitting the 
severity of the taxes, is fhe virtue of the prince $ and 
to offer up their possessions, sinking their private views 
in regard for tibe public, is the duty of the people. 



Hwan 
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To remit 


ching 


|iE 


exaction of taxes, and 


ptt 
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thinly,nghUy 


lien 


«k 


collect 


kia 


*p 


adding, bestowing 


hoey 
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compassion 


yuen 
yuen 


7C 


\ on the people 


kjun 
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the prince 


cKy 
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's 


t& 
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virtue 


yay; 


ft. 
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.y •••■ 


a 


with 


hi& 
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what is below 


fung 
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to oflFer up 


shang 


± 


above. 
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sien 


* 


advancing 


kung, 


/A- 


public, 


how 


^ 


keeping back 


sze 


^ 


private, (views) is 


min 


R 


the people 


chy 


z 


's 


ch« 


« 


duty, office 


yay. 


€. 


• 



cxxx. 

Though the life of man be short of a hundred years, he 
gives himself as much pain and anxiety, as if he were 
to live a thousand. 



Jin 
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Man's 


seng 


* 


life. 


piJ 


A^ 


not 


mwan 
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a full 


p« 
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hundred. 


chang 
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yet always 


hwae 
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cherishes, broods over, 


tsien 


=f- 


a thousand 


suy 


^ 


years 


yew. 


^. 


griefs, anxieties. 
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CXXXI. 



The advantages of wise institutions, can be sought for 
only in an inflexible observance of them. 
Leang "S Excellent 



f& 



ft laws, 



their 
profitableness 



yu j^ to 

min pH the people, 

tsac ;j^ in 

fung 



1 



**»ng ^ J 

chy J^ tiiem (we) 

pi^ St^ must 

kew ^ seek 

ky ^ their 

she. W reality. 



zealous observance of 
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K 



If a man does not receive guests at home, he will meet 
with wry few hosts abroad. .. .,■ 
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home, 
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^ 


not 


hwuy 
yin 
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•meet and receive 
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1 guests, ^ 
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fang 
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then 
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know 
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few, a want of, 


choo 
Jic. 


A. 


I hosts, entertainers 
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CXXXIII. 



Where views and dispositipAS agree, the most distant will 
unite in friendship : where ihey disagree, relations them- 
^Iveq will sqon be at enmity. 
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Pisposition^pistentions, 
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fitting, agreeing, 


ts« 
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then 
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lie intimate, related; 
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agreeing 
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bones anc| ^ 
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become 


fhow 


fL 


> enemies. 


!i«^ 


ft 
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CXXXIV. 

Without a clear miri'or a woman cannot know the dtatd 
of her own face i without a true friend, a man cannot 
discern the errors of his own 4u;tions. (**. 
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clearj bright, 
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chy 
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her face 
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good 


yew. 
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friend^ 
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not 
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^ 


>steps5 actionsi 
■ "^ : ..1 
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kwei 
yu. 



} 



injurious, and transgress- 
ing. 



cxxxv. 

A man should chus^ a friend who is better than himself: if 
only Uke himself, he had better have none.— There arc 
plenty of acquaintances in the world, but very few real 
friends. 



pung 




I Knitting friendships. 


siu 
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better, surpassing 
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IK 
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have none: 
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fill 
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knowing "j 

I true friends, 
hearts 


neng 
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can (find) 


ky 
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a few • 


jin. 


A. 


men. 




CXXXVI. 





The evidence of others is not comparable to personal ex- 
perience : nor is '* I heard, " so good as, ** I saw. " 
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CXXXVlI. 

We should make it the business of our lives to control 
our temper ; and whenever we find it becoming unruly^ 
that instant bring it into order* 
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CXXXVIII. 

The three greatest misfortunes in life, are, — in youth, to bury 

one's father ;~at the middle age, to lose one> wife, 

and, being old, to have no son. 
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woo 4SIL ^o be without 

tsze. ^f-^ a son. 



CXXXIX, 

In her accomplishments, it is not requisite for a woman to 
display talents of a famous, or .uncommon description : 
in her face, it is not requisite that she should be very 
handsome: her conversatioi^ i)eed not be very pointed 
or eloquent: her work nee4 qot be very exquisite or 
surpassing. 
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CXL, 

A virtuous woman is a source of honour to her husband; 
a vicious one causes him disgrace. 
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CXLI. 

It being asked, *^ Supposing a widowed woman to be very 
poor and destitute, might she in such a case take a second 
husbandt" It was answered. This notion arises merely 
from the fear of cold and hunger : but to be starved to 
death is a very small matter compared with the loss of 
her respectability. 
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CXLIIs 

When offences proceed from inadvertency,.^ let gentle re- 
monstrances be. used to inpi^Icate a bet^ir knowledge 
for the future : where they are wilful, make use of severer 
denunciations, to prevent a i*epetition. 
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CXLIII. 



Those who promote disputes, and instigate t# legal discus* 
sions, (for their own profit) convert the ppn into a sword 
as the means of a livelihood } and regard quarrels, which 
affect the dearest interest of others, as mere child*s play. 
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CXLIV. 



Those who cause divisions, in order to injure other people, 
are in fact preparing pit-falls for their own ruin. 
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CXLV. 
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CXLVL 

A man's patrimony must suffer by trifling and idleness, as 
it must flourish by diligence. The chief rule to be ob- 
served, in one's plan of life, is to be strenuous in the 
beginning, and to increase one^s exertions to the last. 
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CXLVIL 

£ven the carriers of burthens may, by hpnesty and diligence, 
obtain a sufficiency, The proverb says, *^ Every blade 
of grass has its share of the dews of heaven :" and ^Vthougb 
the birds of the forest have no garners, the wide world i% 
all before them." 
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CXLVIII. 



Wisdom, and virtue, and benevolence, and rectitude, without 
politeness are imperfect. 
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CXLIX. 



He, who fears the law$, will not he likely to Violate them. 
The dread of (punishments is the best method of avoid- 
ing them. 
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CL. 



Do not think lightly of crimes, and fancy that they may 
he trijBed with ; for to every crime there is a law adapt- 
ed, for its punishment. 
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CLI. 



He, who wishes to know the road through the mountains, 
must ask those who have already trodden it; (i. e. we 
must look, for instruction, to the experienced.) 
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CLII. 

Rich men look forward to the years that are to come r but 

the poor man has time to think of only what is imme^ 
diately before him* 
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CLIII. 
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It is better to believe that a man does possess good qualities 
than to assert that he does not. 
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CLIV, 



The mischiefs of fire, or wat^, or rohbers, extend only 
to the body ; but those pf pernicious doctrines, to tl^e 
mind. 
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CLV. 

The origioal tendency of manr$ heart is to do right; and 
if a due caution he observed, it will not of it's self go 
wrong. 
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CLVI. 

As it is impossible to please men in all th^^^our only care 
should be to satisfy our own consciences. 
S How 



can 



Ky 

neng 

tsin 

ju IjP ^' according to 

jin ' ^ \ ™en'* 



^ completely 



y = 



ideas : 



tan M <^^'y 

seek 



kew i^ 

ESBBtm 



not 



woo 

kwei ^jjl ^^ «^*"*^ 

wo ^ ray own 

sin. iii^ heart. 




It i_ X 1 L- i5»f and knows others, will 

lie who at once knows himselr^^ 

triumph as often as he contends. 

Chy ^p KnX^«& 

ky, ^ . himself. 



Digitized by 




GoogI 



CHINESE MAXIMS. 



163 



chy 


^ 


knowing 


py. 


t^. 


others, 


p« 


H 


himdred times 


chen 


9 


contend. 


pe 


^ 


hundred times 


shing. 


wf* 


conquer. ' 



CLVIII. 



One man*s good fortune, is the good fortune of his whole 
family. 
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CLIX, 
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CLX. 



Eat your three meals in the day, and look forward to sleep* 
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CLXIII. 



He who neglects to study diligently in his youth, will, when 
he is old, repent that he put It off until too late. 
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CLXIV. 



U^ wlio, studies ien yeacs in obscurity, will, when once 
preferred, h^ known uifivenally. 
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CLXV. 
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' J^bribk: of. tha precipice: the time for stopping the leak is 
passed, when %he vessel is in the midst of the river. 
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CLXVI. 



The scholar is acquainted with all thing, without the 
trouble of going out of doors. 
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CLXVII, 

He who advances, may fight ; but he who retreats, may take 
care of himself. ^ 
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cLxtin. 

Those who respect themselves will be Honorable, but he, 
who thinlcs lightly of himself, will be held cheap by 
the world. 
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tsien^ J . ^{ M« *. ' will be base. 
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CLXIX. 



Do not believe ihat all are honest, who*' appear to be so : 
but beware,- lest the semblance of goi^daess turn out 
to be the reveite, . 



Mo 


r^ 


Do not . 


sin 


1^ 


believe 


.-..f ffejS/. . 


it. 


of hoi^sty 


chung 


t 


in the midst. 


chS: 


^. 


there is honesty r 


siu 


m 


but must 


fang 

,'aI Uli\ ,'...' •:(• . .1 ' 


w 


beware (lest) 


•(<r qr.'S LI.4K. . 


. :^y 


' ^P^^r^^. ..: ..: 


p« 


:t> 


be not 


?.im.'ii.. 


r p_ 


goodness?*' 


tZ: • 'j-' 


'I 





CLXX. 

Walls ^tave carsi and there are listener^ ^ndeT the window. 
'^k^ ' ' P§ Coming between, dividing^ 

'*' ' "^ ij^ang ' '' 



61 



wall < 
siu' ^ • must ' 

ye* :^ 



hav«' 
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urh, :^^ 



ears; 



chwang a? window 



^a« ^1^ outside of, 

ky ;^ « how 

Wo6 4fe no 



jin I yV, ' "* persons! 



'.) . ■■ > 



CLXJiLI. 



Among principals, there may be distinctions of rank : but 

.in- iio'ji;'. V I'jn.v ; 

among subordinates;, none. - ' 



Kwan 


¥ 


Of mandarins. 


yew 


^ 


there are 


ta 


^ 


great and 


triioil-yr, -y^'iiftetLOfVi'p^'^ ' 


.■■>!%.;-!:<'•! 


'iitian;' ' ' i 


ly ''••/■i 


* ;,■ 


of as^^tants 


'>^mo^' •''"^> 




no ' 


iSlln-'-'-i-J 


If ! ^^: 


honorable or 


A- 


*•: 


low. 



JBL m is usedlbr the sake of more veh^mf ntly affirming. 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 CHINESE MAXIMS. 

CLXXII. 

Expression for, <' He has met with his match. ** 



Ky 


^ Chess player 


fung 


^ meets 


tiS 


^ an enemy, opponent 


show; 


^&^ hand : 


tseang 


k «""«"' 


yu 


jg i&lU upon 


leong: 
tsae. 


m '\ .,...,■ ■.. ■ „;.■ 
* 7 \a worthy opponent. 


' i ■" • 


CT^XXIIL 



Great promises are npt followed by conrf)q[HHiding actions. 



,\¥^^^i: -lo 


ti i 


High vj 


"V 


tan <> . 


K ■ 


talking><^iind 


•ioh1rtt.o 


m : 


broad,iihtg 




lun .7 : 


».. 


expressiffos. 




mo 




ROt 




y«w.^ . • 


^ 


••.ji.^,. -f!- ■ . ■ 




y 


— 


one 
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«- -Si 


speck 


«« . tfy 


of 


*^>. ., * 


true 


hing. '^J. 


action. 



;|75. 



' CLXXIV. 

Neat composition^^ «ad, elegant hand writing; skill in draw- 
ing pictures, or in playing at chess,— are nothing more 
than a -species . of mechanical- skill j what great value is 
there in them ? ^ - 

Tao ^ Making 



wun- 



chang, ^. 



} 



neat compositions, 

:5'f r.ii: .L 



.^y ! M . writing 

haou ^J- goood, han^Jsoi^e, 

tsze, ' ^^ /i charact^irs, 

^^'^ < ft paintiujg , 

^^' i^, pictures, . 



.} 



playing chess, 
kwo 5^ more than 
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shy 

J 

tsung 

chy 

y- 

yew 
shin 
mo 

hy 

ban? 



CHINESE MAXIMS. 
^ are 



75 



species of 
Imechaaical ftrts; 



% 



} 



have 



.# 
¥. 



I rarity, ralue ?' 



h^feayiour of 
»ectfuljteame^ 



As the 

respectful 
themselves. 

Jin 

chy 

so 

tae 

sze 
chay 



; CLXXV. 

the world towards men of learning is 
med men should have a due respect for 
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1 



jiimim^ w*«»i^. 



'4^7 



, chun?; 



1 1 < respectful^ (Weighty) ; 



tin. 






chy 
so 

J 

tsze 

':; ■.•,'(•1: . .-J 

p» 

ko 
king. 



±' > •: Scholar 



fix; ,0'ji. 



niih 



.old 



»>treatmeiit of himself 

o-i Ion od rnjjoil?. sfli *1I 
tli-y^ Vi : v'lb oifio')'3(I 
.• [iio fii ot r.tiniil on 



^ J ^ the mf w^ilcJ 



not X'^'> 

ought to !^d' 
light. ^4 









Expel pernicioW^dd^^ti^lties, that t^ true code may be duly 
honoured. i. *)jlii^'^ 



OOYf 



J' 

twan 



yvh!j;ii>>frfm»|)(l 



Turn out " ^ 
jfklsedo^tr;,^. 



in order to'' 



A S 
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>\'K v^mast. MA«fMs. 



ching ||« the correct 

hid. ^^' ' Sr« doctrine; feamin^. 



fLXXVII. 

llo«f/fi/flo lii'ifii!i;/i.i- , ^^ 

If the stream he not coKfined, h ^iil soon flow away and 
become dry: if wealt|i be not{j^onomized;"l!liere wilt be 

no limits to its expenditure, ai$l( it will soon the wasted. 

• '-I 

ShwBf m ',f[i ^ :' Water ''>{ 



chy ion ^ 's 

IWul h'loiio "^ flow 

P« .iil;>i; ^ not 

ch5 ^ confined 

ts« glj then 

yi^ -rt-r y ' "at once 



•H 



^ffib od ^ifffi oho.'* fjint W t:>.'Ii ,• j.'s^FS>R^417i!i)jni')<[ loqxll 
woo fflr without .IioTifonori 



y^-iij., 11 rw'J^. 'an overpisf^jremaindcrr 

urh jfS ' -land .{ 

shwuy ^ water nj.wi 

J>*o! iibio iifjt ^^limmediatelyv^ 

S A 
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MAXI1«,S., 17^ 


koo 


m 


dried up 


y- 


^. 


5 


tsae 
chy 


1^ 
z 


wealth 

'$ 


lew 


m 


flow 


pa 


yf 


not 


t8i« 


m 


economized. 


tsS 


m 


thea 


yun^ 


ffl 


iising 


chy 


■"'■• ± 


it ' 


woo 


■ m 


no 


too 


ft 


measure. 


urti ' 


ifa 


and 


tsae 


M 


* wealth 


m 


■± 


immediately 


kwci 


K- 


~ e.xhau8te4 


y. 


^.IZX.Ki 


'. : V ,fi , , 


-. • -T. - '• , 


,'!) j: ..i iji; ..X I/o Ji:. .••.• u oj.' 



i'^ .* '" '. ;. .. .'ii i .-I lo {•;.'):•.];'' ;'^»it'.i' jiiJ oi J; .i '/[ 
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.... L^'... 

CLxxvjir. 

It is easy to convince a wise man ; but to reason with a fool 
is a difficult undertaking. 



Ko 


^ 


•^ May 


^•■V/ 


Mi 


to 


chy 
chay 


* 


la wise man 


taous 


Si- 


' ,speak reason ; 


nan 


ll 


' difficult 


yu 


M 


- .with 


S5 


..^ 


va vulgar, foolish 


jin 


[,;-..A 


Miman 


y«»v,:.. 


W- 


- ' to tolk. 

1 



CLXXIX. 



To meet an old frien4 in a distant country, may be com- 
pared to the delightfulness of rain after a long drought. 

Kew /A (After) lone 

han Sk drought 



* Tbi^ Is not a common use of jgif Wei. 
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CHINESE MAXIMS 

fung ^^ .l>ineeting witti 

kai^'" '^ '^5«weet ^'^ 

yu, ''fg. Vf^^in, (is) >i 

t'ha ' ' -/Ml *- -in another ** 



hiaiig ' J|J .country, (Village) 

yu ^ • ^jS -falling in '4?th 



koo M^ " old 

che. 4rt' ''^^* Acquaintance. 

,. CLXX^..' 
Speak of men's virtues^s if they ^ were your own 5 and of 
their vices, as if you were liable to their punishment 



Yen 

'1 .'1 •. . 

chy • 


A 


* Speak of 
men 


shen 


^ 


virtues. 


j» 




yourself 


yew 
chy: 




posfsesged 
them: 


yeti 


■ '■'■B 


, speak of 


Jin 


A 


men ^ 
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CHINI»E 


MAXIMS. ^ 


^t •.. 


Jj* tf^ 




g» 


1- . ^.AS? 


"-/vices, failings 


j» , 


.: i t^5^ 


if 


^7 ■: 


. s 


\ yourself ^^^,^ 


***^r , 


V ^ 


* ..(receive) had 


*l»yvi 


y.±. 


them. 



.; 1. 'i.j. ;;*)i^liXX.Ajl. . ^1 

The slow horse is fated to. receive the lash j the worthless 



AD will ultimately get his deserts, 
Nod « Slo^ 


*l 

tsze 


, i 


truly 


1 ■) 
show 


,.:* 


will receive 


pien 
ts«: 




Mhe whip: 


chung 


M 


worthless 
man 
' ultimately 


show 


S: 


will receive 


hwuy 
chuy. 


'■■/a 
■ft 


\ punishme^it. 
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ifA^i^i&B iiii(x¥Ms. ^^^3 



, . , cLxxxn. 

5» ■'.3 -i^Cjinnb -' iitr 

Diligence is a tcefi$i^ of inesU^ble price j^^d prudence 
is the pledge of a security. y»- 

Kin **''^*"'l|^ A Diligence., 

wei "fil *..-t is , , 

WOO 4b6 * without 

kia . . <S .^T^ price 

paou i W ^\ treasure : 

shin , *M| ' -^^ prudence, ease, 

is 



•J mod '^^ A^ V 



hoo H ".": guard 

shin Bk *^ person 

chy ]7^ -vi t**® 

■ I 

CLXXX^U. 

Mencius said, '* All men concur in despising a glutton, 

because he gives up every thing that is valuable, for 

the sake of pampering what is so contemptible. 

Meng. ^ 

> Mencius 



tsze 



^ 



> 
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m 





p^VfiBB J|«¥MfS. 


yn«. 


B. . «•"'' 


yin 


<^' drinking and 


ih« 


^ '- • tttingr ■ • •^' 


chy 

jin. 


A ■,■)""• ;; 


M 


B|| Its a consequence 


jin 


...A '. "^"^ 


isiem 


^ . despise ' 


chy 


± . <^ '■" 


yj 


j^- ■ • '":: 


wei 


j^ because 


ky 


':* ■;-'^ :: 


yang 


^ ;; pamper 


siaou 


' >J\ * what is little 


y 


^ - by which" 


sh£ 


^ * they lose 


yt 


-^ what is great 

w^'""^ 


';■/■ i-. 


. , /i .Vi I.- ?.07i^' '>.! ?'»».']•-'>•».» 


.■ '-'.i ;r. 


. j^i Jfiflr T r..''j",rfni;o Ir. Ai.-' n't 




'.•,../ 
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CLXXXIV. 

f 
Hiin« uliose words are consilsteiit with reason, and wkose 
actions are squared by the rule of rectitude, what man 
shall dare to oppose? 



FS 


$ 


Issuing 


fen 


t 


words 


tang 


» 


consistent with 


ij. 


m. 


reason, 


tung 
chy 


jt 


motion, and ") 

tactions 
rest J 


h6 


^ 


coinciding with 


kwei ; 


s. 


square, rule ; 


ko 


PI 


what 


Jin 


A 


man 


urh 


m 


and 


kan 


* 


shall dare 


wei 


m 


to oppose 


ming? 


<^. 


his dictates f 


H 2 
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CLXXXV. 



Inattention to minute actions, will ultimately be prejudir 
cial to a man*s virtue. 



p» 


^ .^<>\ 


king 


^ .to attend t^ 


sy 


j^ f^mall 


hing 


^ actions 


chung 


^^ ultimately 


luy 


S involves 


ta 


^ great 


t«. 


|§. v»r*"«' 




CLXXXVL 



To the contented, even poverty and obscurity bring ^n^ 
pine^S} while to the ambitious, wealth' and honour^ 
themselves are productive of misery. 



Chy 


to 


Know 


ts5 


JE 


what is enough. 


chay 


t 


those who, (to them| 


pin 


ft 


poverty and 


t^ien 


m 


lowly condition 
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ye - 


W 


are evea 


18: 


% . 


pleasant, Jojous 


P» 


^ 


not 


chy 


^ 


know 


ts» 


j£ 


what is enough 


chay. 


#. 


those who, 


foo 


W 


riches and 


kwei 


» 


honours 


y« 


* 


are even 


yew. 


g. 


sorrowful. 




CLXXXVII. 



As the light of a single star tinges the mountains of many 
regions; so a single unguarded expression injures the 
virtue of a whole life. 



sing 
chy 
* ho, 
neng 
shaoti 



Z 



One 

star 

's. 

light, 

can 

illuminate 

ten thousand 
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king 


« 


regions 


chy 


z 


tfic 


shan: 


111- 


mountains s 


pwan 


^ 


half 


kiu 


^ 


a sentence 


fei 
yen 




I of unguarded speecli 


woo 
sun 




injures 


ping 
seng 


^ 
4 


\a whole life 


chy 


2 


''s 


t«. 


w. 


virtue- 




CLXXXVIII, 


The evidence of a single glance 


should not be rePied on a» 


true : nor are 


words, spoken Behind a man's back^ 


deserving of mu^h credencer 




King 


U 


Lightly ^ A singlie 


mis 


a 


eyeing J glance 


chy 


z 


's 


sze 


s 


affair 
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yew 


m 


the more 


kung 


n 


to be feared 


wci 


* 


not 


chin: 


M- 


truei 


pei 


t 


the back 


how 


m 


behind 


chy 


Z 


's 


yen 


w 


words 


ky 


s 


how 


ts5 


a, 


sufficient for 


shin 


» 


deep 


sin^ 


«. 


belief. 



CLXXXIX. 

If a horse goes slowly, it is only because he is weak: if a 
man is not luxurious, it is only because he is poor. 



Ma 


1^ 


Horse 


hing 


It 


going 


poo 


# 


step 


man^ 


H 


slow. 


che 


K 


only 


yin 


m 


because 
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sowT 


m. 


tlkin, weak 


itn^ 


A 


man 


po 


^ 


not 


fung 
lew 




I )uxuriou» 


che 


K 


only 


wei 


@ 


because 


pin^ 


«. 


poor^ 



cxc 

Though a poor maw should live in the midst of a nOisy 
market, no one will ask about him : though a rich man 
should bury himselfamong the mountains, his relations 
will come to bim from a distance. 

Pin ^ Poor 

. . kiu ^ Hving 

naou i^ *n » noisy 



shy, "f^ market, 

woo fflE no 

jin /^ man 

wun : BB^ enquires f 

ioo ^ rich 
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qHIN«;8£ 


MAnMS. 1! 




« 


in a 


shin 


« 


deeply retired 


«h^ 


Oi 


mountain 


jew 


■% 


^c^e will be, or cpQi« 


yuen 


^' 


' distant 


i&m, 


m. 


relations^ 
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CXCl. 

Knowledge is bo^nd1ess ; but the capacity of one man is 
limited. 



Koo 


* 


Ancient iind 


kin 


4^ 


modern times 


chy 


t. 


the ; 


sze • 
!y 




I affaire 


woo 


^ 


in- 


kiung^ 


%^ 


exhaustible ; 


y« 


^ 


' one 


ji^ 


A 


man 


chy ' 


Z 


. 's 


chy 

Rh« 




> knowledge 



Digitized by 



Google 



igg «BmESE HkXittB. 

yew . :^ ^ 

Wen. R. '»'""'»• 



CXCIU. 



Plausible words are not so good »» straight forward conduct . 
a man. whose deeds are enligbtened by virtue, need not 
be nice about his expressions. 



Kiaott 


3P5 


Artful 


yen 




words 


P» 


:>f 


not 


j« 


^ 


8o good, as 


Chi( 


m 


straight 


taout 


& 


road of reason, virtue i 


ming 


w 


enlightened 


jin 


A 


man 


yung 




i not needs 


sy 


« 


nicely 


6hw». 


1^. 


to speak. 
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CXCIII. 



A single hair of silk does not make a thread: one tree 



does not make 


a grove. 




Tan 


* 


"Single 


sze 


mv^ 


silk hair 


p5 


T» 


not 


neng 


f& 


can 


ching 


1^ 


perfect 


sien: 


*^. 


a thread ; 


1 ■' ; - 

ta 


■ W 


single 


m5 


* 


tree 


yen 


^^ 


how 


neng 


t 


can 


ching 


^ 


make 


lin! 


>TT. 


' a grove ! 



CXCIV. 

A single conversation across the table, with a wise man, is 
better than ten years^ mere study of books. 
Yu :&l With 



kiun 



M 



a wise man 



c 2 
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y« 


— * 


at one 


sis 


M 


feast 


hwa. 


m 


conversation, 


shing 


m 


surpasses 


16 


m 


reading 


shS 


+ 


ten 


nien 


^ 


years' , 


shoo. 


t. 


books.^ 




cxcv. 




Virtue is the surest 


road to longevity \ but vice meets with 


* 
an early doom. 






Shen 


# 


Virtue 


pis 


jjt 


must 


Qhow 
kaou, 




V attain to longevity, 


?» 


E 


vice 


pie 


* 


mu9t 


tsaou 


¥ 


early 


mang. 


t- 


perish. 



* This is the ancient sound and n:|^aning of the c)iaracter. 
It is at present written ^ and pronounced Laou, 
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CXCVI. 



By a single day's practice of virtue, though happiness 
may not be attained, yet misery may be kept at a dis- 
tance : by a single day of ill doing, though misery does 
not inmiediately follow, happiness is prevented. 

Yg — One 

j« day 

hing ^n* - practising 



shen ^^ virtue 

f6 jfi§ happiness 



sny . ^ though 

Wei ' ^ not 

chy, ^^ come, 

ho |g misery 

tsze pi indeed, truly. 



yuen Jg will be distant 

y8 -— ' one 

j« 13 day 

hing ' YT practising 

g», ^ vice. 
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ho 


m 


misery 


suy 


m 


though 


wci 


* 


not 


chy. 


m. 


come. 


ft 


II 


happiness 


tsze 


n 


truly 


yucn 


m 


will be distant 


y- 


% 


• 



CXCVII. 

If in the way of riches, do not use improper means to possess 
them : if in the way of misfortune, do not use improper 
means to avoid it. 

^'"^ g| Meeting with 

tsae W riches, 



woo m do not 

kow /5| improperly 

t«: t"^ ^^^^'^ ^^^'' 

lin {^ meeting [tunes. 



nan |p with difficulty, misfor- 

woo ffllE do not 
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kow 
mien. 



jS improperly 

w, prevent, avoid them. 



CXCVIII. 



No medicine can procure long life, even to the ministers of 
the emperor: no money can purchase for any man a 
virtuous posterity. 



Woo 


m 


No 


ko 


m 


medicine 
can 


yen 


^ 


prolong 


king 
seang 




Va minister's 


show: 


m. 


longevity : 


yew 


t 


though having 


tsien 


M 


mpney , 


nan 


m 


itisiiripossiUe • 


mae 


^ M 


to huf 


tsze 
sun , 




sons and l 

. > posterity 
gnmdsonsj 


faien.' 


^. 


virtuotis. 
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CXCIX. 

A single false move loses the game. 



CM 


K 


Only 


ym 


m 


because 


y« 


.^^■- 


one ♦ 


ch» 


m 


move 


tso 


m 


wrong 


mwan 


^ 


the whole 


pan 


m. ■ 


(chess) board 


kiu 


m 


all 


shy 


,ft 


is 


StiOO. 


■ m. . 


lost, conquered 



Prudence wiU carry a man all over the world: but tlie 
impetti6u8 ^nd ievery step difficult 

Siaon " /K 1 .„. ' , 

-• y With prudence, 

sin |{j^ J 

t'hien ^ ^ through the whole em- 

, hia;. "Jl^/ J pi'e, world : 
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kiu 


« 


go, travel 


t« 


# 


can 


ta 
tan 


81 


large "1 

> with temerity 
gall J 


tsun 


-t 


one inch 


poo 


# 


of step 


nan 


m 


difficult 


hing. 


#. 


to proceed. 
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